An Enamored Savior                                                                                            8/10/08

Song of Solomon 2:8-17

Introduction: The Song of Solomon is one of the most unique books in the Bible.  There is no other book in the Bible which focuses entirely on the love that exists between a young man and woman soon to be married, and as you probably begin to figure out by now this is not so much agape love or unconditional love that Solomon describes here but eros love or the ecstatic and euphoric love that a groom and bride has for each other. It’s that powerful and deep physical attraction and infatuation that exists between a boy and a girl when they first fall in love with each other.  

Do you remember when you first fell in love with your spouse? Do you remember being head over heels in love with your sweetheart? I am sure we all remember it even though for some that happened longer ago while for others it has not been that long.  Still, we all remember being charmed, captivated, enamored, and overaffectionate with our spouses when we fell in love with them.

Illustration:  I remember when I fell in love with Corina; I would do and give up everything to be with her.  I remember I was a student in our Baptist Seminary from Bucharest and my classmates where in the dorm preparing for final exams while I was with her walking together in parks and on the streets of Bucharest.  I did everything, and gave up anything to be with her.  I didn’t care about anything else, all I wanted was to be with her.

Now the main reason for why God put this book in the Bible is to remind us that we should always remain in love with our spouse; not only when we are young and attractive but when we get older too.  God says here that the deep physical attraction and captivation we have for one another should remain constant as we advance in years together.  Now I heard marriage counselors saying that the infatuation and physical attraction will one day end but the unconditional love or the agape love will endure.  I believe that both types of love agape and eros should endure, and if you have one will have the other too.  If I love my spouse unconditionally then I will always find her or him attractive, and being willing to find our spouse attractive and charming will also lead to love her or him unconditionally. 

Illustration: The rate of divorce in the western society is higher than ever these days and one major reason is that spouses don’t stay in love with one another anymore.  You often hear them saying, “He or she doesn’t look like he or she used too, or is not attracting me anymore” and other such reasons.  When we have unconditional love in our hearts from God, than we can maintain physical attraction and affection too and when we do that the unconditional love increases also.
God placed this book in the Bible to help us constantly be in love with one another.  Actually there are numerous marriage seminars held for couples to stay in love or rekindle their love one for another and the Song of Solomon is the most used books during these seminars. 

God however has a second reason with the Song of Solomon and that is to remind us about His love, affection, and captivation He feels toward us.  In this book Solomon describes the words and dreams that a groom and a bride has for each other, but spiritually that groom is Jesus Christ and that bride is the Church.  The Book of Revelation picks up this theme from the Song of Solomon and describes Jesus as the groom and the Church as his loving bride whom one day He will return for.  In some of his epistles, Apostle Paul when he exhorts husbands to love their wives he says, “love them as Christ Jesus loves His church…”

So we see here in this book an enamored Savior who does everything to be with His bride, the Church, and an excited and thrilled bride who is joyfully and expectantly looking always forward to be with her groom.  I want us this morning to see from the passage we read what our loving and affectionate Savior, Jesus Christ does for us His beloved church, and in what ways He will always shows us His love and affection:

1. His Continuous Presence.

The first thing that the future bride mentions about her groom here is his continuous presence.  The fact that gives her chills and makes her over joyful is that he does whatever it takes to be with her.  Now we have to remember that in the Jewish society a boy and a girl got engaged when they were very young, in fact the engagement was arranged by the parents when they were children, but a year before the wedding day they would have a big engagement party.  Then the boy would go to his family and begin building a house for his future family and the girl would stay with her family and learn to be an excellent wife and homemaker.  Now they were not allowed to see each other till the marriage day when the groom and his party would come unannounced.  They could have come on the same day or few days later, the bride and her party were to be ready at any moment.  You remember that Jesus uses this local Jewish custom as a parallel to His second coming when he talks about the wise and unwise virgins.  Now look in these verses.  What is the bride saying here?  She says, “The voice of my beloved!  Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills.  My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.  Look, there he stands behind our wall, gazing in at the window, looking through the lattice” (8-9). 

What she says here is that her groom cannot live without her.  Even though the custom forbidden them to see each other he just cannot live without seeing her and talking to her.  He needs to see her on a continuous base or else he cannot stand another day.  So he breaks the custom just to come and see her constantly.  Now look at the way she says he is coming.  He comes like a “gazelle leaping and bounding over the hills and mountains.”  He rushes, running and hasting to be with her.  That is what a boy in love would do in order to be with his sweetheart.

How about Jesus the Son of God, our Lord and Savior who gave His own life for us?  Would He do anything to check on us, to be with us, see and hear us?  Yes, He will.  In fact He never leaves us.  Jesus never leaves His bride, and He is constantly there for her.  In your deepest moments of loneliness, when nobody else is there for you, when family, friends, and dear ones are gone or not interested in you, Jesus is there for you and me.

In John 14:23 Jesus says, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”  Jesus never leaves his bride, but He and the Father make their home in those who love them.

You and I might not always feel His presence in our hearts, sometimes we might be so tore apart by the hardships of life that is hard to see Jesus in our lives, but the Word of God tells this morning that Jesus will never fail us.  People might, the world we live in might, our wealth and health might, but Jesus would always be present in our lives and will never live us.  Look at v.9 especially. It says, “Look there he stands behind our wall, gazing in at the window, looking through the lattice.”  In Revelation 3:20, Jesus says the same thing, “I am standing at the door knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and eat with you, and you with me.”  Never forget that Jesus is ever present at the door of your heart and life, always ready to be your life companion.  Just open your heart to Him every day and He will come in. 

Illustration: A Catholic nun was put in prison by the communists in Poland and spent there over 10 years.  She testified how many other women prisoners lost their minds because of the persecution and hard conditions.  When asked how could she resist unaffected all these years she said, “My groom, Jesus was there.  Sometimes I could hear his words, sometimes I could see His face, sometimes I did not hear nor see Him, but He was still there because I felt a deep peace overwhelming my heart, and I knew He was there…

Jesus never leaves His beloved bride, which is the Church, and from which you and I are part. 

2. His Precious Care.

The second thing that the bride mentions about his future groom is his precious care.  See first the groom did everything in his power to be there for her on a constant basis, but second he was there to provide precious care and compassion.  How is the bride describing this care? In what ways is she saying that the groom cared for her?  It is very interesting the way he cared for her.  He fulfilled one of her deepest and most important needs and that is giving her a sense of liberty and hope.  Now remember she was still in her mother’s house where she was bound to fulfill tedious and hard duties.  It’s not that it was bad for her to fulfill these duties, it was for her benefit in a way, but nobody can fulfill any duty in this world if that person doesn’t have a sense of liberty and hope.  Let me give you an illustration to understand better what the situation is here.

Illustration:  We watched Friday night the Olympics Opening Ceremony in Beijing and it was spectacular indeed, probably one of the most spectacular Olympics ceremonies ever. Now when the Chinese team of athletes marched in, their flag was carried by Yao Ming a 7.6 feet basketball player for the Huston Rockets, one of China famous athletes and by Lin Hao, a 9-year-old boy who got out of the earthquake rubbles in the Sichuan Province and then went back and saved two classmates, so he is a hero.  The reporter asked Yao, “What does all this mean for you and your country?”  With tears in his eyes he said, “There is hope for China, in the middle of tragedy, and hardship, there is great hope.”  See in a way that is why the Olympic Committee voted Beijing for this year’s Olympics, to help China change.  All the countries of the world came there to compete in sports but indirectly they came to say, “We are with you, to help you move forward,” and that brought enormous hope.

Jesus tells us, “I am always with you to give you peace and hope, and help you move forward.” Now look what the bride says here: “My beloved speaks and says to me, ‘Arise my love, my fair one and come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.  The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.  Arise my love my fair one and come away.’”  

He came to bring her hope.  He came to fulfill one of the deepest needs that every one of us have namely to assure her that after winter comes spring, and after rain, comes the sunshine.  She was bound to her mother’s house but he brought her hope and reassured her that her freedom has already come.  She was like Snow White hoping that one day the prince will come and take her away, and she was like Cinderella hoping also for a prince to take her away.

Jesus reassures us this morning that after sorrow there comes joy and after hardships, blessings. 

Let me read to you one of the most powerful Bible verses written by a man of faith who had passed through many hardships, pains, and suffering but had find hope in God.  It is Psalm 30:5 written by David, “Weeping may endure for the night but joy comes with the morning.”

David passed through times of joy and blessings, but he had passed through times of deep sorrow.  Sometimes the pain was the result of his sins and David knew that and repented, and God forgiven him.  But at the end David could say, “after the night of pain, there comes the morning of joy if you put your hope in God.” 

Jesus Himself said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe in me also” (John 14:1).  Jesus is our Divine Groom who will give us hope when there is no hope, who will help us move on in life when is hard and painful, and make sure we will experience peace and joy at the end of the day.   

3. His Sensitive Affection.

The third aspect that the bride mentions about her groom was his sensitive affection or his warm gentleness.  The groom was a very gentle and affectionate lover.  Listen to what he says to her, “O my dove….let me see your face, let me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely” (v.14).  He is very fond of her and he says it with gentleness and sensitivity.  In chp. 4 the bridegroom uses a whole chapter to tell how beautiful his bride is, you read that and you will see, how he constantly says, “You are beautiful, ah you are so beautiful…”  You know this is mostly for us men, for the key to a woman’s heart is by telling her gently and affectionately how beautiful she is.  How about God?  Is He an affectionate God?  Is He gentle and fond of us?  Yes. God is very fond of each one of us.  In fact, people will try to hurt you by being insensitive and mean, and telling you and I that we are ugly.  In this culture of youth and physical beauty only a handful of people can really find confidence in their physical looks.  But God likes and loves each one of us.  In God’s eyes we are all beautiful and that should make us feel good, because God, our maker who created us, created each one of us to be special in His eyes.  God is telling each one of us this morning this, “You are beautiful my child and I am very fond of you.”
Now look in chp.1:5-6.  What is she saying here?  That she was dark skin and that her brothers mistreated her.  She shows a very low self-esteem here because in reality she was not that good looking.  But she was beautiful in her lover’s eyes and he kept telling her that over and over again.  You know many of us might have a low self-esteem because of our physical looks, but it should not be like this, because God likes each one of and we all-special in His eyes.  God doesn’t look at our physical make up as much as He looks at the beauty of our hearts.

Illustration:  When I was a child I grew up together with several friends both boys and girls.  We grew up together from when we were about six till we were about 20 years old.  Now one girl in particular was dark skin.  Her name was Juliana and I think she was Gypsy, but she was a good girl.  You could really feel her true friendship and she was always ready to help.  Now one of our friends was a handsome blonde hair blue eyes guy and the girls where always falling for him.  One white girl in particular, Laura, was always fond of him.  She was beautiful too, she had brown hair and green eyes and her skin was white as the snow.  I fell in love with Laura but she never looked at me, she always considered the blonde guy.   One day when I retuned to Romania I met him and I saw he had a ring on his finger.  I asked him: Did you get married?  He said, “yes.”  I said, “Whom did you marry?”  He said, “One of the girls we grew up together with.”  I said, “Is Laura isn’t it?”  He said, “No is Juliana.”  I could not believe myself.  Laura was after him till the day before his wedding but he chose the gypsy girl.  I asked him, why?  He said, “her goodness and true love were much more worth then her looks while Laura was beautiful physically but was empty inside.”  

God doesn’t look at our exterior but He looks at our heart, and wise people do the same.  Unwise people might try to judge us according to our covers but that is so wrong for the beauty of a person lies in his or her big heart.  You know the saying, “Don’t judge a book by its covers.”  Anyway Jesus loves you the way you are and He is here this morning to tell each one of us “I love you and you are beautiful my child.”  We should do the same with our family members, friends, and church members.  We should not downgrade them because of their physical looks, but appreciate them for their goodness and big heart.  Also is not a bad idea to be more affectionate and gentle one to another. 

4. Her Love for Him.

The last aspect in this relationship between the bride and her bridegroom is not as much his love and affection for her but her love for him.  Look in v.16-17.  She says here, “My beloved is mine and I am his; he pastures his flocks among the lilies.  Until the day breathes and the shadows flee; turn my beloved, be like a gazelle or a young stag on the cleft mountains.’  She talks here about her true love and affection for him.  There are two things that she mentions here.  

First, “my beloved is mine and I am his.”  In other words I belong to him, and nothing will ever separate us.  Can we say that about Jesus?  Can each one say “I belong to Jesus, and He belongs to me.  The most important thing in my life is that I belong to Jesus and nothing will make me renounce to Him.”  Can you and I really mean that?  Is there something more important than Jesus in your life?  If no then you can really say that you are his and he is yours.

Illustration:  In a Muslim village from Nigeria a group of radical Muslims attacked some Christian houses.  Some of them caught a young boy and told him, “Deny Jesus and we will not harm you.”  Crying and scared the young boy said, “I am sorry, please don’t kill me but I love Jesus and I will never deny Him.”  They shoot him three times and left him to die on the street.

That boy really loved His savior and he knew he belonged to Jesus and Jesus belonged to him.  So first the bride was determined that nothing would separate her from her lover.  

Second, she will always put her trust and hope in him.  Now look at these verses, “Till the day breathes and the shadow flee…”  Isn’t this interesting?  For the bride her life was like in a shadow but the day when they will be together the shadow will flee.  We live in this world like in a shadow, but when we will see Jesus our bride the shadow will flee away.  The point is that she trusted in him and put all her hopes in that day when he will be totally hers.  Do we look with hope to the day when Jesus will return to take us in glory?  Peter says, “set all your hope on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring when he is revealed” (1Peter 1:13). 

Conclusion:  Jesus is our Divine Groom and we are His faithful Bride, the Church for which He gave His life, and not only that but toward whom He is continuously loving and affectionate.  I wants to always remember that Jesus loves you, He likes you, He desires you and is always present in your life, to comfort, help, sustain, and encourage you.  Let’s pray.                       

PAGE  
5

